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As provocative as this distinction was within the context of the Carter 
presidency--at a time when the Democratic president had a Im 
retreated a great deal from his initial positions--it did have the merit of 
raising a real issue that had long been dodged by the West's progressive 
intelligentsia. When applied to Nicaragua, the reasoning of the ftuture United 
States ambassador to the United Nations erred on two main points: the 
"provisional" has lasted in Nicaragua for nearly a half-century, except for 

a few brief liberal interludes; and, above all, the regime installed by the 
FSLN [Sandinist National Liberation Front] after the downfall of the last of 
the Somozas could not be considered totalitarian at the time of Kirkpatrick's 
article. Has it become totalitarian since 1979, thereby admitting a posteriori 
that she was right? If it has, what are the basic reasons for that evolution? 
If it has not, what are the odds that a pluralistic form of government will 
replace the very rea! dictatorship of the commandantes? 
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[ do believe that Gilles Bataillon save us a convincing answer to the first of 
these questions in his stimulating and temperate article in the review 
ESPRIT.2 His analysis, to be sure, deals with Nicaragua's internal situation 
in mid-1983.6 Since that time, things have not remained static, but nor has 
there been a decisive qualitative change. In the spring of 1984, the regime 
even clearly relaxed somewhat, as effectively underscored by Martha P. 
Baltodano, tlie national coordinator of the Nicaraguan Human Rights Commission. 
And she can hardly be suspected of excessive indulgence towards the Sandinist 
leadership.’ Gilles Bataillon wrote that Nicaragua had not yet become a 
totalitarian state comparable to the type currently existing in East European 
countries, Vietnam, or Cuba. In his view, the regime established by the FSLN 
since the turning point of 1982 can be described as a dictatorship of the 
totalitarian party. Of course, some will say that this is a subtle nuance 

and does not greatly alter the reality of the present situation. Agreed, but 
calling a spade a spade does not mean that one refuses to see that reality. 

[t must be admitted, therefore, that the junta government, however oppressive 
it may be, is now still in a transition phase between its initial pluralism 
and stark totalitarianism. The whole question is whether this trend is 
irreversible. 


—~ 
’ 
ood 





The traits characterizing the dictatorial nature of the Sandinist Government 

are too numerous and too well-known to be disputed even for a moment. Th 
continuous censorship of the sole daily opposition newspaper, LA PRENSA, 
tolerated by the junta is only the most benign of those traits. The following 
are infinitely more serious: the terrorist practices stemming from the 

state of seige or from the outrageous activities of the turbas--the shock 

troops of militant Sandinism--such as the witch-hunt for "Somozists'; the 
deportation or massacre of the Miskitos Indians; the people's courts, whose 
members are appointed by the government or by Sandinist organizations, deliberate 
in total secrecy and in the absence of the accused:® the gradual abandonment 

of the humanizing measures introduced in the prisons after Somoza's ouster; 

the alarming increase in the number o 
in the number of "desparecidos" [disappeared] (more than 200 recorded in 1983 by 
the Nicaraguan Human Rights Commission). This inevitable wave of violence, 


f cases of brutality and torture, and al 


wherever it rages--as it did not so long ago even in our countries with humanistic 
and liberal traditions--is the grevious price and penalty of civil war. Yet in 
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an effort to be completely objective, we must add that this violence is less 
brutal in Nicaragua than in many other Latin American countries, beginning 

with neighboring El Salvador and Guatemala. Furthermore, human rights violations 
Cannot be compared to those committed by Somoza's National Guard during the 

final years of that dictator's rule. 





Our purpose here is not to give a lurid accounting of the crimes committed on 
both sides against individuals in the name of liberty, justice, or simply law 
and order, but solely to be mindful of what the victory of a counterrevolution 
led by General Somoza's former loyal supporters could mean for the Nicaraguan 
masses. Like the Mountain leaders in Year II, or like the Bolsheviks in the 
early years of "warlike communism", the Sandinists are playing upon this White 
Terror psychosis which is admittedly being exploited for partisan purposes but 
is, nevertheless, justified by recent historical precedents--Chile immediately 
after the 1973 coup--and by what is happening today within other countries in 
the area. 


So what we have is a dictatorship of the party in power, of a "party" which, 
after having long rejected that designation and flauntingly identified itself 
as a "front", has seen its totalitarian tendencies crystallize over the past 5 
years. This change occurred first in its Organizational structures. At the 
outset--during the final years of the Somoza era--the FSLN apparently consisted 
ot three sharply distinct factions: the Castroism-inspired GPP (Prolonged 
People's War), the more traditionally Marxist "Proletarios", and the 
"Terceristas," the last movement tc join the anti-Somoza ranks? but from which 
many FSLN cadres and leaders emerged, including Daniel Ortega, the present 
coordinator of the ruling junta and the Sandinist presidential candidate. 


All three movements professed to be Marxist, but with very different political 
agendas ranging from pure hardline Castroism to a system close to the one 
Chile's popular unity government had tried to develop. After the fall of the 
csomoza dictatorship, there was even reason to believe for some time that a 
social Democratic wing, embodied by a man like Alfonso Robelo--who has since 
broken with the junta and become an exile in Costa Rica--was on the verge of 
developing within the Sandinist movement provided the latter openly resolved to 
reject the totalitarian temptation.10 The exact opposite happened, however. 
The imperative demands of the revolutionary struggle during the period the FSLN 
sought to gain power, plus subsequent international and external difficulties 
of every kind encountered during the 2 years following Somoza's ouster, 
lassically produced, as a consequence, not only a break with the Social 
Democrats but also a radicalization of the FSLN as a whole and the alignment 
of its leadership with the positions of its hard core, the GPP, the real 
matrix of Sandinism ever since the formation of the FSLN in 1961. 


(his transformation of a revolutionary cluster of disparate groups into a 
monolithic organization dominated by Sandinism's most diehard, most dogmatic 
faction, resulted in a Similarly oriented change in the Managua leadership's 
political and social agenda and plans. In 1981, sergio Ramirez, one of the 
junta's most influential members, was still assuring a special correspondent of 
LE MONDE: "We prepared ourselves for a politically pluralistic and economically 
mixed system. [ts radicalization is not in our program".!! put he immediately 
qualified this statement, Saying that the terms of reference would be modif ied 

if the "enemies of the process" failed to accept the revolution as an established 
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fact. Indeed, was it not this same Sergi 
set forth his idea of pluralism and democracy in these pithy terms: "We did 

not undertake our struggle simply to have elections every 4 years and change 
president regularly."!: Hence no “orderly and peaceful change of governments, 
and no recourse to elections based on the "bourgeois" model, as explained by 
Humberto Ortega, brother of the junta's coordinator: "The elections we 

speak of are very different from those called for by oligarchies and traitors, 
conservatives and liberals, reactionaries and imperialists, a band of scoundrels 
Sandino called them... Mark well that our elections are meant to consolidate 
revolutionary power not to have it challenged, because power is in the hands 

of the people through their vanguard, the FSLN. 
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tamirez who, a year earlier, had 


In addition to its monolithic party and planned hegemony, the FSLN was also 
determined to control the masses by placing them into organizations directly 
subordinate to it. It, therefore, created the Sandinist Defense Committee (CDS) 
whose activities are supposed to be prescribed and coordinated by the government. 
In practice, however, these committees are increasingly serving as channels of 
communication for the transmission of directives and guidelines formulated by 
the central authority. Patterned after the defense committees of the Cuban 
revolution, the CDS constitute a quadrillage system based on the smallest 
territorial units such as the rural community or urban block. They have 
numerous functions, among them maintenance and surveillance of public facilities 
(roads, schools, hospitals, administrative buildings), as well as distribution 
of ration cards. ‘The latter function gives the CDS considerable influence on 
those persons who depend on the good will of their leaders. While membership 

is not compulsory, a CDS recommendation does often prove necessary to obtain 
official administrative documents or certificates of birth, marriage, death, 
good conduct and character. This is indicative ot the considerable ideological 
and moral pressure exerted by minor local officials who are devoted to the 


Front's policies by reason of self-interest as much as by conviction. Pending 
the longer-range effects of a Marxist-Leninist instruction given in the schools, 


this pressure is now a more effective means of controlling the masses than 
the direct propaganda disseminated by the government radio system and the 
Sandinist press. BARRICADA, organ of the FLSN, has a circulation of only 
35,000 versus 70,000 for the liberal LA PRESNA. This vast program is not 
designed solely to mobilize the nation in the short run so that it can cope 
with the demands of economic reconstruction and the fight against the internal 
and external enemy. Obviously, this program no longer has anything in common 
with the program of the anti-Somoza coalition formed in 1979 to put an end to 
the dictatorship. It is the program of an organized minority that has become 
the principal beneficiary of the process of appropriating the revolution. 
Internal Constraints, International Environment 


The FLSN's totalitarian tendencies and its prodigious efforts to gain control of 
the country's principal activities are, therefore, an established fact. But 

to infer therefrom that Sandinist Nicaragua is u cvolaiitarian regime or system 
is a step which, in my opinion, some observers are taking a bit too quickly. 

The same applies to those devotees of the big stick policy for whom the 
simplifying short cut and selective use of history provide an a priori 


justification for what they believe is the only possible stance under the 


circumstances, namely unconditional support of the contras and, if required, 























direct military intervention. With at the end of the road, a likely return to 
"square one", namely a "provisional" dictatorship exercised by the victorious 
counterrevolutionaries who are just as hegemonic in their camp as the Sandinists 
are in theirs. The Sandinist regime is not, at the present time, totalitarian 
in the ordinary meaning of that word as almost universally accepted by 

political scientists and historians. [It is not totalitarian in its repressive 
practices inasmuch as it has no System of physical and psychological terror 
established as an autonomous institution. Nor is it totalitarian in the way 

its ruling elite, not yet transformed into a self-reproducing privileged caste,14 
exercises its control over the state and the society: no single party, no 
Systematic regimentation of the masses and youth, and no absolute monopoly on 
information, news, and culture. Nor, lastly, is it totalitarian in its relations 
with the country's economic resources. The state's appropriation of the means 
of production and trade is Paradoxically less prevalent than it was in the past 
when the late General Samoza and his clan personally possessed the greater part 
of the nation's wealth. Some will say that all these conditions are 
tendentially present in the current Situation. Let us assume this is true. 

Let us even assume something of which | personally am less certain, namely that 
the point of no return has passed and that the present Sandinist regime has 
every chance of soon becoming the counterpart of its Castroite antecedent. And 
instead, let us ask ourselves how the anti-Somoza consensus of 1978-1979 was 
able to change into a dictatorship of the principal revolutionary force. The 
answer to this question is of great importance for the future of democracy in 
the world. 





Did the revolution follow its “inevitable course" wh ich, in the 20th century, 
would be to give rise to Red totalitarianism with its allegiance to Moscow? 

Or was it diverted from its course by foreign policy imperatives? This same 
question, as we know, was asked some 20 years age about Cuba and its 

alignment with the Soviet Union. Today, the question, when applied to Nicaragua 


A 


and more comprehensively to Central America, calls for a nuanced answer. 


The difference from the Castroite evolution is due both to the nature of 
Sandinism and to the degree of tension in the international situation, although 
on this latter point things are not as simple as Gilles Bataillon suggests in 
his aforementioned ESPRIT article. Though it is obvious that the Soviet-Cuban 
rapprochement did, in fact, coincide with a powerful replay of the cold war, and 
though it is just as evident that "Somoza's overthrow was accomplished within 

a highly favorable international context,"!5 it is no less evident that this 
context ended a few months later with the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and the 
change in direction given to American diplomacy by President Carter. The 
consequences thereof for Central America are wel] known: the assignment of 
instructors to Fl Salvador, increased aid to Honduras where several hundred or 
several thousand!6 somoza National Guardsmen had taken refuge and soon organized 
themselves into small combat units operating on the other side of the border, 
and lastly, the suspension of economic aid to Sandinist Nicaragua. Of the 5156 
million appropriated by Congress, only $75 million was released in 1980. The 
rest of this aid was "suspended" by Ronald Reagan after his election, pending 
receipt of explanation from the Nicaraguan Government about its alleged armed 
Support of Salvadoran guerrillas. 
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It is obvious that while elmination of the Somoza dictacorship did indeed sti! 
fit into a temporary framework corresponding to the United States’ great 
post-Vietnam withdrawal, the same was no longer true the moment the Sandinists 
and their liberal Social Democratic, and Christian Democratic partners had to 
tackle the immense problems of reconstruction: the public treasury depleted 

by the dictator before his exile; the huge debt contracted by his administration; 
the severely damaged urban, rail, and highway infrastructure; lands abandoned 

by fleeing peasant farmers; etc. Even though the Sandinist regime's 
radicalization was not prompted solely by this disastrous situation, it certainly 
was inseparable from the immensity of the task to be accomplished and from th 
impossibility of successfully accomplishing it without foreign aid. Moreover, 
the international environment had become hostile once again. 


To sum up our contention, we can say that in early 1980--slightly less than 
6 months after the anti-Somoza coalition's victory--this environment was 
scarcely more favorable to the Sandinists than the environment which had 
served as backdrop to the totalitarian hardening of the Castroite revolution. 
We cannot see how the same causes would fail to produce the same effects, 
making all due allowance. 


One other parameter must be taken into account, however. We refer to the very 
nature of the Sandinist movement. Unlike its Castroite antecedent, thie 


did not wait until it had seized power and encountered its first interna 


ana 


external difficulties before seeking ideological references and allies. Founded 
in 1961 during the revolutionary fever that followed the defeat of Cuban exiles 
at the Bay of Pigs, the movement is the product of a situation that accounts 


for the adherence of at least some of its leaders to what we call the 
"totalitarian temptation." The imperatives of the anti-imperialist struggle 
did not force or compel the commandatores to adopt Marxism-Leninism. [n actual 
fact, they were committed from the very beginning to its fundamental principles 
and vision of the future. Furthermore, whereas Castro could count solely on 
his own forces at the beginning, Somoza's successors, on the other hand, were 
able--within the context of the general offensive countries of the Eastern bloc 
had been conducting for 3 or 4 years--to find reliable friends ready to he!p 
them: if not the USSR itself--it had better things to do than assume 
responsibility for a second satellite in the region--then at least its African 
and Cuban connections. Hence there was no improvisation as in Cuba, but a long 
20-year period during which the Sandinist movement matured slowly, profiting 
from the experience of others: from that of the Cubans themselves who, judged 
by standards different than ours, were concerned more about social justice, 
satisfying basic needs, medical-sanitary improvements, and education, Char. 
about so-called "formal"' freedoms, although the alternative here was not 
"communism or freedom" but rather "communism or a return to dictatorship of 
the oligarchy"; from that of Chile where the "unfinished" revolution and 
pluralism were, in our view, the precursors of destabilization and the 
conservative dictatorship; lastly from the experience of countries in which 
"probationary" democracy and military rule alternate without eliminating one 

iota of the effects of underdevelopment and enormous social disparities. for 

the revolutionary camp does have its equivalent of Kirkpatrick's notion that 
people can "extricate themselves" fromdictatorship but not from totalitarianism. 
This equivalent concept holds that people can indeed escape for a time from the 




















tyranny of the "haves" or their uninformed operatives, but not from the 
underdevelopment on which the tutelary major power allegedly grows fat. I am 
not saying that this argument is flawless. What I do say is that this is the 
argument Sandinist leaders have been formulating--with variants and nuances-- 
for two decades, and that it has a hold on the masses wherever their actual 
experience associates the effects of extreme poverty with the effects of a 
dictatorship of the rich. 


But the experience acquired by the Sandinist leadership also stems from 
Nicaragua's past, in other words, from 70 years of North American domination, 
punctuated on three occasions--1909, 1912, and 19261/--by intervention of the 
U.S. Marines, and marked by the American creation of the Nicaraguan National 
Guard in 1933, a military force which soon became the matrix of the dictatorship. 
[t was this National Guard that assassinated Sandino in 1934. Sandino was a 
charismatic revolutionary leader, a sort of mystical and courageous Garibaldi, 

a type of man Latin America is known to produce in abundance. The National 
Guard's commander, the first of the somozas, used it as a springboard to 

assume power 3 years later. 


Augusto Cesar Sandino's popularist, evangelical, and ‘nti-Yankee radicalism 
was quite readily adopted by the Marxist guerrillas uo. the front bearing his 
name. Sandino, the ab iog't imate son of a mestiza peasant woman and a village 
notable, wrote in 1931:1 "We are communists for the most part."' But not 
communists like Augustin Farabundo Marti, a Salvadoran who, unlike Sandino, had 
close ties with the communist International. Sandino was, in fact, denounced 
by the latter for his excessive independence and had to face one of those 
defamatory campaigns in which the Kremlin was so adept. "A united front, that 
is our motto," he wrote in 1929. "Such being the case, it is not illogical 

for us to try to obtain the cooperation of all social classes in our struggle, "19 
This was certainly not a very orthodox view at a time when the watchword 

"class against class" had gained wide acceptance within the Comintern. 


Does this mean that the "frontist" strategy the Sandinists adopted when they 
created their movement was designed solely for elimination of the Somoza 
dictatorship? After which, they would employ the "salami" tactic [cut off bit 
by bit] to rid themselves of troublesome allies who were temperamentally 
incapable of lastingly participating in the revolutionary process. Some of the 
FSLN leaders--particularly those belonging to the GPP's pro-Castroite wing--were 
able to accept this tactic as a medium-term approach. But they were not the 
entire Sandinist Front. And furthemore, they were much too aware of the fact 
that such an approach could put the revolution at risk. So they wisely chose 
not to lay their cards on the table immediately after having eliminated Samoza 
and his praetorian guard. 


We must remember that the "salami" tactic has worked primarily where Soviet 
troops were able to guarantee the procedure's effectiveness by their presence 
Or proximity. Even though Cuba was near, even though the Sandinist Front's 
African and East European friends were fully prepared to furnish it arms and 
"technical advisers," the leadership in Managua was not blind, however, to 

the fact that the United States was the dominant power in the region and could 
not long tolerate the emergence of a second Cuba. This accounts for the 
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prudence displayed by Sandinist leaders in their words and deeds until the 
moment when it became clear to them that Washington was changing the way it 
dealt with them, not because they had taken a few decisive steps toward 
totalitarianism, but because the United States had to give Moscow and Havana 
unequivocal signs of its determination. 


From that moment on, there was a chain reaction of decisions and responses, 

as was the case in Cuba in the early 1960's. Washington's initatives-- 
suspension of economic aid, then increasingly more pronounced support for the 
counterrevolutionary guerrillas--spurred the Sandinist regime's radicalization 
process. Radicalization, in turn, gave Reagan's America the pretext of liberty 
being stifled, an excuse it used to back the predominantly Somozist guerrillas 
operating at the Honduran border against the Sandinists. 


What Should be Done? 


What lesson should those responsible for the present situation draw from this 
process, a lesson not merely for Nicaragua's immediate future but for the 
future of other countries in the region, countries in similar socio-economic 
circumstances, and in the longer term, for the future of freedom and democracy 
in the world?20 


Nicaragua is relatively isolated at the present time, inasmuch as moderate 
countries of the isthmus, Venezuela, and Columbia are worried today about the 
risk of revolutionary contagion2! and European Social Democrats, including 

those in France, are much less well disposed toward the Sandinists than they 
were a year or two ago. Considering this isolation and the ratio of forces 

in the Caribbean area, the Sandinists hardly have any other choice but to check 
the regime's trend toward totalitarianism; as they started to do in the spring 
of 1984. Can they go much further, the logic of the blocs being what it is’ 
Nothing is less certain. We repeat, however, there is no other solution. There 
is every likelihood that Ronald Reagan will be reelected in November. Like 
Nixon after his landslide victory in 1972, Reagan will have a freer hand in 
implementing policies of his own choosing. Hence if the Sandinists take one 
more step toward totalitarianism and alignment with Eastern bloc countries, such 
action would probably prove fatal. 


The United States has somewhat broader scope for maneuver. We shall leave aside 
the highly improbable hypothesis of direct military intervention. In addition 
to American public opinion's acquiescence--still out of the question as things 
now stand--such intervention would imply disaffection among the masses toward 
the Sandinists, a condition that is far from evident for the moment. Pure and 
simple acceptance of the status quo is scarcely more conceivable. Apart from 
comprehensive but highly problematic negotiation with the various countries 
actively involved, including the USSR and Cuba, there are only two other possible 
solutions both of which have to do with the aid 
forces. 


The first is undoubtedly the most effective in the near term and the most 
catastrophic in the long run. It is the solution chosen and attempted until 
recently. It calls for increasing assistance to the guerrillas in the north 
supported by reactionary Honduras. This solution has every likelihood of 
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civen external counterrevolutionary 

















resulting in a more or less disguised restoration of the dictatorship. It is 
actually hard to see how the Americans would be able to force democratic 
institutions upon Managua in a bitter civil war environment when such 
institutions find it difficult to take root elsewhere in less disordered 
environments. 


The other solution would consist in more vigorously supporting the other 
guerrilla force, the men of the ARDE, former Sandinists disenchanted by the 

way the regime had changed, and comrades in arms of Eden Pastora and of 
Brooklin Riveira, the leader of the Misurasata organization of the Indians on 
the Atlantic coast. Operating from democratic Costa Rica, these Leftist 
adversaries of the Sandinists have the advantage of being less suspect in the 
eyes of the Nicaraguan people--especially among the rural masses--of being the 
harbingers of a Somozist restoration, or of simply wanting to question the 
positive achievements of the revolution. Up to now, however, the CIA has doled 
out its aid to ARDE in driblets. Yet does not the ARDE--a group likely to join 
forces with a liberal middle class that sufficiently demonstrated to what extent 
it was hostile to Somozism--provide the nucleus of a "third force" without 
which there will never by any other alternative to communism in the poor 
countries of the Latin American world than the open or disguised dictatorship 
of the enemies of all social change? 


FOOTNOTES 


I. On 10 April 1984, the U.S. Senate passed by a vote of 84 to 12 a resolution 
demanding a halt to the Sabotage of Nicaraguan ports. 


— 


Eden Pastora, former deputy minister of interior in the Sandinist Government, 
has been fighting to topple that government for the past 2 years. He was 
wounded on 30 May 1984 by a bomb of unknown origin in a rebel camp in 
southern Nicaragua. 


3. ARDE: Revolutionary Democratic Alliance. 

4. In 1904, using the pretext of an internal struggle between conservatives 
and liberals, the U.S. Government dispatched naval forces to Nicaragua, 
thereby contributing to the overthrow of the government in office. The 
following year, a detachment of U.S. Marines occupied Bluefields, a city on 
the Atlantic coast. 


2. Gilles Batallion, "Nicaragua: From Tyranny to Dictatorship of the 
totalitarian Party," ESPRIT, October 1983. 


6. The author said his article was based on the Situation as of July-August 1983. 


see Marcel Niedergang's article "Nicaragua, Blood and Tears. Power is Not 
Shared," LE MONDE, 4 May 1984, 


S. According to Martha P. Baltodano, the people's court tried 385 cases in 1983 
and handed down only 16 acquittals. 
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They did not join the Sandinist Front until 19/6. 


A 


In October 1979, A. Robelo said: | am for socialism but not for 
there should be any deviation on the issue of human 


pond 


totalitarianism. 
richts and freedoms, I would not stay in the eovernment." Yet at the same 
time, he professed to be ready "to join a Sandinist party whenever it Is 
formed." See J.-P. Clerc, "Nicaragua Steers to the Left. 
of a State," LE MONDE, 11 October 1979. 


Reconstruction 


) 


-aracua: Hour of Truth. Radical Bent," LE MONDE, 19 June 
Quoted by Charles Vanhecke in "Nicaragua, the Appropriated Revolution. 
fomorrow Pluralism." LE MONDE, 5 January 1983. 


“ 


Quoted by G. Batallion, op. cit., Pp JIU. 


Even though it already has various perquisites, such as official car 
official residence (apartment or villa), access to special sources of fooc 


and other supplies, etc. 


G. Batallion, op. cit., p 52. 


/ 


Estimates vary between 400 and 3,000, depending on the source. 


° ° . e ° x7tr ° ) . et . 
Leslie Manigat, "L'Amerique latine au XX iem siecle, 1889-1929" |Latin 
America in the 20th Century, 1889-1929 |, Paris, Richelieu-Bordas, 1973. 


In a letter dated 12 May 1931. 


Letter to Gustavo Alleman Bolanos, quoted by Philippe Videlier in 


tar 


. _—— -> * ' 7 ” . / > r? ‘ ~ + - , . Q/, 
Nicaragua's Guerrilla Mystique,' LE MONDE, 26-27 February 1984. 


For consideration of the long-term aspects, I refer the reader to my 

. *, . + r 4 ‘i | . . rh " i . t 
article "Washington and Central America: the Interventionist Temptation, , 
POLITIQUE INTERNATIONALE, summer 1923, pp 25-38. 


On this particular point see Guy Hermet's article "Central America is 


Worth More Than a Few Fine Gestures, POLITIOUE INTERNATIONALE, autumn 1983, 
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UNIONS DENY "HOODWINKING' IN ACCEPTING 


THREE organizations here. representir 


tenet 


LOW WAGE OFFER 


Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 27 Oct 84 p ] 


hnario — ‘ 
WW UU of ValiOuS employees Nave 


[Pa PC tO Statementc tr c | c t : 
eacted t alement ey Say were rep 3 in the CRUSADER. newspape 
. ‘ c , oe ie 
organ of the Progres« hori Dart 
or L t ‘UY ve Laoou Pa iy {t P) d WEEK d 4 that the 
OIganizat A arrantod f r , 
janizatin’s sigd accepted low wage eases and have attempted tc 
hoodvy « ther member 


In a Statement releaseu mn 
week the St Lucia Teachers Union 
(SLTU), the Nationa! Workers Unior 
(NWU) and the Civil Service Associ 
ation (CSA), said that the report was 
“malicious and muisieading and 
sought to sow seeds of contusion 
and disunity among the unmons anc 
thei members 

A spokesman for the Unions said 
that the report was a result of the 
Unions’ refusal to “fal! in tine with 
the political escapades of the 
Crusader Editorial Boar 

“The Unions wish to make 1? Clear 
that they will not ailow any 
Gisgruntied politicians from any 
political party here to Sow confusion 
and disunity in the ranks of ther 
membership for selfish politica 
ends, said the spokesman 

Alfred Jn Baptiste. President of 
the St Lucia Teachers Union said 
that the Unions shguid on contrary 
be complimented for their efforts to 
secure Suitable increases for ther 
members 

“The Unions know the ful! histc 
of the negouations with 
government, he said, “and thew 
absurd otters of 0%, 2'/2% and 6% 
whici, were made Therefore 
bearing m mind the precise 


trend im the region, the ir du 
Solidarity Pact (ISP) Unions should 
be complimented for being able 
secure 20% 30% fer — the 

member: 

This was only done, J Baptiste 
Said as a result of the unity and co 
operation of the Unions, which he 
Said outside forces were trying % 
disrupt 

The statement added that it wa: 
the obsession of personal ambition: 
which clouded the analyses of polit 
cians “with bitterness, and made 
them “devoid of sound reasoning ' 


“Consequently, they are 
attempting to destroy the strona 
bond of unity among *he members of 
the most militant Unions whict 
undoubtedly, if successtul will only 
render to benefit the empioyer 

“Ironically, it is the same Crusader 
which on November 21, 1984 
criticised the government for giving 
the daily paid workers a 60°. waaoe 
increase. Claiming that it was tor 
high and that the economy could not 
aftord it.” concluded the statement 
which was signed by Jn. Baptiste 
Tyrone Maynard of the NWU and 





David Demarque of the CSA 
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LAYOFFS AT VIEUX FORT PLANT PROMPT WORKER RETALTATTON 


\ 4 


Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 27 Oct S84 p ] 


Thy j 


5 [> —* « * a. a " 
[Art ‘Cie: v/rOrt workers ‘Seizes Plant ] 


[Text] UPWARDS to press, some 40 workers were still occupyine the factory 
duilding of CARICOM Market ing in Vieux Fort. 


The workers who are members of the National Workers’ Union (NWU) are protest- 
ing proposed lay-offs by management and reported attempts to transfer the fac- 
Cory equipment to Soufriere. 

The VOICE understands that employees took over the building Thursday and have 
refused to leave until Prime Minister, John Compton intervenes to discu: 


their future with the Company, 


At press time yesterday, Comnany Chairman [ra d‘Auverene and other concerned 


parties were holding urgent meetings in order to reach an amicable settlement. 
There has been no of ficial] word from the NWU. 


[Editor's Note: lhe Castries CRUSADER of 27 Ox tober, in its front “page story 
on the proposed layof fs, makes no mention of a workers "seizure" of the plant. 
It says that 47 workers were laid off during the week and reports that the 
plant has since been picketed, and it adds that "a group of workers acted 
ptomptly in roundin: up all the workers in order to prevent the removal of 


the machinery."] 
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ST LUCIA 


POLICE COMMISSIONER 'ARROGANT' IN DENYING ENTRY TO HECTOR 
Castries CRUSADER in English 27 Oct 84 p 2 
[Editorial ] 


[Excerpts] It is strange how the mantle of office can transform men into al- 
most intolerable creatures. 


Our Commissioner of Police seems to be running the dangerous risk of becoming 
a law unto himself seeing no need to justify any of his actions or to give 
reasons for any of his high handed decisions. One might explain his lofty 
hot-line-to-God attitude in terms of his intense U.S. training which places 
an undue emphasis on the question of Security. Almost everything can be done 
in the name of "Securitv"” however illegal, however unfair. Security has be- 
come a blanket for the invasion of privacy, the infringement of all human 


rights and the destruction of the essential nillars of democracy. 


Recently the issue of the despatch of some St. Lucian students to Libya pro- 
vided an opportunity to see the administration of justice at its worst in St. 
Lucia. The Police Commissioner in collaboration with the Prime Minister 
seized the passports of the students who were enroute to Libya. No charges 
rere ever laid against the students since it is unlikely that laws would exist 
on our statute-books preventing persons from travelling to such destinations. 
The Police Commissioner adopted an Olympian attitude and said that he had no 
explanations to give to anyone. He had seized the passports and that was that! 
He could give no indication as to whether the passports would ever be returned. 
The unfortunate persons affected by this infringement of their right of citi- 
zenship and their freedom to travel became non-persons in the community. 

There was no sound legal basis for the seizure of their passports but the 
Police has consistently adopted the attitude that the letter of the law is 
irrelevant where questions allegedly relating to "Security" are concerned. 


The same kind of arrogance which the Commissioner of Police had displayed in 
his handling of this issue is also reflected in his day-to-day administration. 


Last week the Progressive Labour Party wrote a letter to the Commissioner ot! 
Police informing him of their intention to invite Mr. 1 imothy Hector of An- 
tigua to give the Feature Address at a Rallv commemorating the death of Mau- 


rice Bishop. The letter met with no response from the Commissioner but on 




















the day of the event the Immigration Authorities contacted Antigua advising 
the airlines that a ticket should not be sold to Mr. Hector since he would 
not be allowed to land in St. Luica. Up to this day the Commissioner has 
uot responded to the Party's letter and information on the Order against Mr. 
Hector came from Antigua with the St. Lucian Organisers blissfully unaware 
of the prohibition. When contacted the Police Commissioner Simply said in 
his usual arrogant and brusque manner: "All TI am Saying is that Mr. Hector 
will not be allowed to land here." 


This is really making short shrift of the right of a Caribbean Man to move 
freely among the Caricom islancs. Mr. Hector has lectured extensively in 
Canada and the United States. He is the Leader of a well-known political 
Organisation in Antigua - The Antigua Caribbean Liberation Movement. He is 


the publisher of one of rhe most informed newspapers in the Caribbean - The 
Outlet and his Standing is high aribbean academic circles. What is the 
justification for imposing such in On a Caribbean national when adventur- 


ers, schemers, Mafia operatives and Ordinary criminals from all over the 

world are allowed into St. Lucia? What is more is that the Government and 

the Commissioner of Police feel no obligation to let the public know whether 
there is a specific reason for the ban or whether it is an arbitrary decision 
of the Police Commissioner designed at protecting the politica] Status-quo in 
some curious manner That is arrogance of the highest order and it is impor- 
tant for institutions such as the Police, and the Judiciary to appear to oper- 
ate independently of the direct dictates of the Prime Minister, decisions must 
appear, as much as possible, to be based on laws and principles and not on the 
whim of a nervous Prime Minister and an accomodating Commissioner of Police. 
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ST LUCIA 


TEACHERS' UNION IN DISPUTE WITH MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 27 Oct 84 p l 


[Text] THE St. Lucia Teachers' Union has accused the Ministry of Education of 
attempting to undermine the constitutional authority of the Teaching Service 
Commission (TSC). 


This time, the Union says that the Ministry is using bureaucratic dilatory tac- 
tics in order to frustrate and, if possible, deny certain people appointment in 
the Teaching Service. 


"A specific case in point," said General Secretary of the Union, Alfred Jn 
Baptiste, "involves an individual who is a qualified teacher (by profession) 
who applied approximately 10 weeks ago to re-enter the teaching service. 


According to the Teaching Service Commission Regulations Statutory Rules and 
Orders No. 41 of 1977, section 4: 


1. All applications for posts in the Teaching Service shall be forwarded 
on the form prescribed. 


2, The Secretary (of the TSC) shall--in all cases forward all applica- 
tions to the relevant authority who shall submit comments and recommendations 
to the Secretary of the Commission through the Permanent Secretary; 


3. The Permanent Secretary, shall return with the minimum of delay all 
the applications with such recommendations and comments to the Secretary." 


Despite the stipulation in Section four, sub-section three, of the regulations 
that all applications must be returned to the secretary of the TSC with the 
minimum delay, (by the Permanent Secretary), the application of the ex-teacher 
is still lying in the Ministry after eight weeks. 


The Union wishes to make it known, that it will not allow the Ministry to by- 
pass and/or undermine the rules governing the Teaching Service especially on 
matters which relate to the appointment of individuals. 


Such issues (appointments, promotions, and dismissals) can be scandalously 
abused if they are to remain in the domain of the Ministry and its political 
directorate. 
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It is precisely for this reason, that such authority resides only in the Teach- 
ing Service Commission and rules governing such matters have been established. 

Therefore, any efforts aimed at by-passing, undermining those rules or the em- 

ploy of dilatory tactics, shall be exposed, 
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ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


MLTCHELL REITERATES CRITICISM OF U.S. "MILITARIZATION' 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 17 Nov 84 p 5 
[Article by Dan Sewell] 


[Text] KINGSTON, Fri., (AP )--THE CARIBBEAN'S newest leader says the United 
States should send funds for development, not firearms for defence, to avoid 
future crises in the region. "I am not happy at all with increased militar- 
isation in the Caribbean. We have development needs that come first. We are 
in a race against time." 


We have got to deliver to our people or the crisis will grow again," said 
Prime Minister James "Son" Mitchell, of the multi-island nation of St. Vincent 
and The Grenadines. 


Mr. Mitchell referred to $20 million (U.S.) spent by Washington for military 
assistance to the English-speaking Caribbean this year. Besides providing 
automatic weapons, vehicles and patrol boats, U.5. experts have been training 
some Caribbean defence forces, in the aftermath of the 1983 Grenada crisis, in 
which the United States invaded the tiny island following a bloody radical 
army takeover. 


Age-Old Lesson 


"? can understand that the U.S. doesn't want us to have to call the cops 
again. But I rather take my chances with cash for development. 


"Grenada's problem was that they had an army. From the time of Ceasar until 
now, the armies always eventually want to take control of the country, is the 
age-old lesson: You live by the sword, you perish by the sword. 


"I prefer to be out of politics than have to depend on the military," Mr. 
Mitchell, who supported the U.S. invasion, said in an interview here, after 
returning in early October from a trip to Toronto and Washington. 


Mr. Mitchell, 53, surprised the region on July 25, when his nine-year-old new 
Democratic Party ousted the Labour Party Government by winning nine of 13 
seats, after holding one in the previous Parliament. 
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He has quickly Stepped forward as a regional activist, hosting an August 
meeting of the Barbados and Saint Lucia Prime Ministers and, leading moderate 
Grenada politicians. The meeting produced a merger of three moderate parties 
for Grenada's elections. 


Willing to Talk 


Criticised by Grenada's leftists and the right-wing former Prime Minister, Sir 
Eric Gairy, for interference, Mr. Mitchel] defended the meeting; Saying: "As 
Grenada's closest neighbour, we have a 8reat Stake in its Stability. I want 
to make sure the people of Grenada get a good government. I'm Willing to talk 
with any Grenada politician." 


Mr. Mitchell has announced plans te study possible Changes in the parliamen- 
tary system "imposed" on the region by its former British colonialists. His 
Suggestion that Grenada form a constitutional commission to Study changes be- 


While Mr. Mitchell has been Outspoken in criticising the U.S. arming of 
islands in the region, he recognises the U.S. importance and influence in the 
region. 


"Where else are we going to get the help we need for development? Russian 
cruise ships come to the region, but Russians don't come in and spend money. 
"I think the Cubans had their hands burned in Grenada, and they'll be very 
leery about giving much assistance to any other country in the Caribbean," he 
added. 


"I am not Saying we will go along with every international position the United 
states takes. We will look at them as we go along," he said, adding criticism 
of the Reagan administration plan to withhold social aid from nations that 
promote abortion. 


"That abortion policy is all very well for sophisticated U.S. political 
Opinion, but when you get into poor countries where 30 per cent of the chil- 
dren are being borne by teenaged mothers; when you go into the countryside and 


meet a 1/-year-old girl pregnant for the third time because of ignorance, then 
you wonder." 


Mr. Mitchell inherited an estimated $75 million (U.S.) debt and a Government 
he said was rife with corruption and inefficiency. He ig looking to curtail 
heavy Government involvement in milk sugar and other enterprises in one of the 
region's poorest nations. Unemployment is more than 25 per cent and the per 
capita income is about $525 (U.S.). 


To build tourism and export agriculture, he would like to have a new interna- 
tional airport for St. Vincent, which with U.S. completion of the mostly 
Cuban-built Grenada airport has become the Only nation in the Windward Islands 
without one. 
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He admitted that the odds are against St. Vincent attracting the funds needed 
for such a project, but he argued that the best way for the United States is 
ensure against future problems on the tiny islands in the strategic region is 
"massive injections of aid now, instead of dribbles over the years." 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


REPORT OF CUBAN ARMS IN TOBAGO BRINGS DENTAL FROM DAC 
Government Meeting With Robinson 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 17 Nov 84 p 1] 


[Text] THE DIRECTOR of Public Prosecutions, Mr. Clebert Brooks, said yester- 
day, he views "with a great deal of seriousness" the arms cache story published 
by the 'Tobago Informer' newspaper, and has indicated that some action would 

be taken on the matter. 


Mr. Brooks made his views known to Mr. A.N.R. Robinson, leader of the Demo- 
cratic Action Congress (DAC) and Chairman of the Tobago House of Assembly, 
when they they met yesterday at the request of Mr, Robinson. 


Mr. Robinson also discussed two other matters with the DPP--an anonymous letter 
mailed to Tobago from Trinidad, making some allegations about Mr. Robinson 
which he has branded as "absurd," and, a paper that has been circulating in 
Tobago, bearing the name of a PNM candidate in the upcoming House of Assembly 
elections. 


According to Mr. Robinson, the DPP assured him, "that he will be in touch with 
me very urgently with a view to taking some action on those matters." 


A Police Matter 
Meanwhile Acting Police Commissioner Ci‘ ve Sealey said vesterday he had no 
Statement to make on the report appearing in the Tobago weekly that a Cuban 


vessel had delivered arms at King's Bay, Tobago. 


He said it was a Police matter and he was in touch with the Minister of Na- 
tional Security about it. 


The Democratic Action Congress has lodged strong objection to the report and 
called on the Commissioner of Police to take appropriate action. 
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Paper's Affirmation 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 17 Nov 84 p 1 


[Text ] 


WHEN asked about the controv- 


ersial report appearing in the ‘To- 


bago Informer’ of Tuesday Novem- 
ber 13 about a consignment of arms 
being smuggled into Tobago, Dr. 
Winston Murray, editor-publisher of 
the weekly said he had researched 
the story bimnenlé and was satisfied 
f its authenticity. 
Jp: Murray, however, refused to 
isclose his sources or to indicate 
whether any of his informants had 
actually seen the Cuban vessel en- 
tering Kings Bay, as the report 
stated, or the consignment of arms 
entering the island. 


OWN CAPITAL 


He vehemently denied charges by 
Mr. A.N.R. Robinson, Chairman of 
the Tobago House of Assembly, that 
he was an agent of the PNM and had 
been appearing on PNM platforms. 

“Tam not a member of the PN M, j 
have never appeared on a PNM p.at- 
form,” he said. “I attended the 


Chambers' 


PNM convention and rally as a jour- 
nalist just as other members of the 
media did. 

‘Also, the PNM is not financing 
my paper in any way,” Dr. Murray 
added. ‘I raised:-my own capital to 
start the ‘Informer’ and 1 am in 
complete control ,of it. No one 1s 
dictating to me what | should put in 
he 

Dr. Murray denied that his paper 
was anti DAC, although by its ‘‘sci- 
entific analysis’’ he had exposed 
wrongdoing by that party in To- 
bago. 

“As a result, there is a concerted 
effort by members of that party to 
close down my paper,” he said. 

Dr. Murray said he had been seri- 
ously libelled in a letter written to 
the Commissioner of Police by Mr. 
Robinson in which he is.referred to 
as part of “a criminal element in 
the PNM seeking to subvert the 
democratic process.”’ 

He said he was planning to take 
legal action in that matter. 


Comment 
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[Article by Clevon Raphael] 


[Text ] 








PRIME MINISTER George Chambers yesterday warned 
that he would not permit violence to disrupt the present 
campaign for elections to the Tobago House of Assembly. 


Mr. Chambers, who spoke at a Youth Rally of the ruling People’s National 
Movement (PNM) which is trying to wrest control of the Tobago House of 
Assembly from the Democratic Action Congress (DAC), also told a large audience 
at the Charlotteville Recreation Ground that fear and terror was stalking the 


sister island. 

He reiterated that two of the 
main issues facing the electorate in 
Tobago in the November 26 elections 
were the threat of secession and 
accountability of the THA. 

The meeting was held about three 
miles from where the DAC held a 
Sportsrama at the Speyside Recrea- 
tion Ground. 

Mr. Chambers, in his capacity as 
Political Leader of the PNM, dis- 
closed it was not part of the PNM 
poner strategy to engage in vio- 
ence at political campaigns. 

He continued: ‘‘We have never 
done it, and it is most regrettable 
when you unleash force, fear, hatred 
and terrorism no individual can con- 
tro] it — once you unleash it. 

“Tobago is too tranguil a place — 
Tobago is too beautiful a place — 


-Tobagonians are too independent a 


people to allow these things to con- 
tinue. I give you in Charlotteville the 
ungualified assurance that PNM 
under my leadership will never re- 
sort to violence of any kind in an 
election, or out of an election. 


IN BAD TASTE 


But I also give you the assurance 
as the Prime Minister that I shall 
not in the name of the people of 
Trinidad and Tobago permit vio- 
lence to interfere with an election. 

On the question of secession, he 
argued that the people of Trinidad 
and Tobago would not benefit from 
the break-up of the Unitary State of 
Trinidad and Tobago. ° 

Continuing, he said, ‘‘You have no 
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assurance, except such assurance as 
you would see in the PNM snsanifes 
to, that the PNM will preserve the 
Unitary State; nobody else has gi- 
ven you an assurance of that.”’ 

Mr. Chambers, who attacked the 
publication of a picture of the Presi- 
dent of Trinidad and Tobago in a 
manifesto of the DAC (although he 
refused to describe it as a manifes- 
to) said the President was above 
party politics, and it was the worst 
example of political bad taste that 
he had seen in his political life. - 

Dealing with criticisms levelledat 
him-sometime last week at a meet- 
ing at Woodford Square held by the 
National Alliance for Reconstruc- 
tion (ANR) at which the DAC pre- 
sented its 12 candidates that he was 
not entrusted with figures (when he 
was Parliamentary Secretary in the 
Ministry of Finance), Mr. Chambers 
quoted from a Cabinet paper which 
showed that during that period he 
was gee | responsible for the op- 
erations of the Public Accounts 
Committee, the Report of the Au- 
ditor Genera! and Expenditure, and 
the Tenders Board. 


He told his audience at the Youth 
Rally that fear and terrorism was 
the most unfortunate development 
in the election campaign. 

This had never Bao the case in 
the 28 years that the NM had been 
Campaigning, he said. . 

Mr. Chambers said that although 
his name was being used throughout 
the campaign he was not one of the 
candidates, and that the Opposi- 
tion should concentrate instead on 
giving an account of the $1.4 million 
allocated to the Tobago House of 
Assembly over the past four years. 

The Youth Rally was attended by 
a large number of participants from 
Trinidad, and was also addressed by 
a number of Government Ministers. 

During the past week there have 
been reports of minor acts of vio- 
lence at political meetings. 

Yesterday's rally was one of a 
series conducted by the various par- 
ties contesting the election. 

The National Joint Action Com- 
mittee (NJAC) the third party in the 
election, has been concentrating 
mainly on spot meetings. 


ONR Leader's Reaction 
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[Text ] THE People’s National Movement 
(PNM) is leaving no stone unturned in 
its election campaign in Tovago 
against the Democratic Action Con- 
= (DAC), and against the 

emocratic life of the people of 
Trinidad and Tobago. — 

This was stated on Saturday by 
Political Leader of the Organisation 
for National Reconstruction (ONR), 
Mr. Karl Hudson-Phillips, as he ad 
dressed a special conference at ONR 
headquarters in Port-of-Spain attend- 
ed bY ONR councillors, aldermen, past 
candidates, constituency organisation 
chairmen and party organisers. 

Mr. Hudson-Phillips told the large 
turnout that “the whole thing’ has 
— totally crazy, but it’s what we 

ave to expect, and we have to be 
prepared for a nasty battle in the 
céming general elections. - 

The ONR leader accused the PNM of 
‘‘a naked use of power’’ and “the open 
use of State funds for political pur- 
poses.”’ . 

Secession and accountability, he 
said, were manufactured by Prime 
Minister George Chambers. 

“I don’t know who is their strateg. 
ist, but they are using the same man 
Murray, who, on December 31, 1978, 
raised his own flag and proclaimed 
Tobago as a separate State. 

He recalled also the 1976 statement 
by the late Prime Minister, that it 
was not whether Tobago wanted to 
divorce Trinidad, but when Trinidad 
decided to divorce Tobago. 
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Robinson Disavowal of Violence 
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[Article by Clevon Raphael] 


[Text } 


Scarborough: 

THE DEMOCRATIC Action Con. 
gress has never used or advocated 
violence and has always pursued the 
peaceful and constitutiona! path to 
change. 

MR. A.N.R. Robinson, Chairman 
of the DAC, underlined this in a 
prepared statement he delivered at 
a news conference yesterday after- 
noon in response to comments made 
by Prime Minister George Cham- 
bers reported in yesterday’s 
“Trinidad Guardian.”’ 

Mr. Robinson, speaking from his 
office in Scarborough, claimed that 
even before the Tobago House of 
Assembly election campaign had be- 
un, it was clear that the PNM had 

egun to orchestrate its own 
themes for the elections, attempt. 
ing to link the DAC with veiled 
accusations of seccession, commun- 
ism and violence. 

These themes, he continued first 
appeared in the defunct ‘‘Chal- 
lenge’’ newspaper and later in the 
“Tobago Informer.’ Allegations be- 
em to appear of mysterious arms 
eposits in Tobago. 


- ANONYMOUS LETTERS 


“It is against this background of 


propaganda that Mr. Chambers be- 
an his visits to show Tobago who Is 
rime Minister and was often seen 
in the company of Dr. Winston Mur- 
ray with whom he was previously 
associated while he was Mimster of 
Agriculture. 

“Numerous anonymous publica- 
tions began to appear on the scene 
after Mr. Chambers’s visit charging 
members of the DAC with murder, 
arson, rape, seccession, violence and 
communism. ; 

“These anonymous letters have 
been used by the PNM campaigners 
in house-to-house campaigning. 
Copies have been handed over to the 

olice but as of date no action has 
een taken.”’ 

Mr. Robinson also contended that 
Mr. Chambers, in an unprecedented 
move, adopted an improper and 
dangerous practice of importing 
thousands of aremners into an elec- 
tion campaign in which they do not 
have the right to vote. 

He added: 

“The irresponsible and provoca 
tive behaviour of these strangers on 
platforms and in the streets with 


roving microphones and the house 


to-house campaigning have pro 
duced the most bitter atmosphere 
in the history of elections in Tobago 


GUARDIAN Comment 
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{Editorial 


[Excerpts] 


ELEC®ION campaigns, 
even in the most advanced 
democracies, are invariably 
robust affairs. 

These open confrontations 
exploit divisiveness, often 
feed on animosities, some- 
times deal in outrageous un- 
truths and contain the seeds 
of explosive situations. 


ENTHUSIASM 


Having said all that, we must 
still express our concern over 
the unsavoury turn which the 
campaign for elections to the 
Tobago House of Assembly has 
taken. 

To begin with there 1s not 


only talk of violence but inci- 
dents at campaign meetings 
which clearly indicate that 

litical tensions are running 

igh and that a situation has 

developed which requires posi- 
tive steps from the leaders of 
both sides to control. 

Both Mr. Chambers and DAC 
leader A.N.R. Robinson have 
openly declared their stand 
against elections violence and 
we further urge them to ensure 
that their over-zealous support- 
ers contain their enthusiasm 
within legal bounds and refrain 
from acts that are likely to ex- 
acerbate the already volatile 
situation. 

It seems quite contrary too 
that such incidents should be 
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disturbing the traditionally 
tranquil air ot Tobago, but it is 
important for us to realise that 
the present tension in the sister 
isle is not an overnight 
henomenon born of elections 
ever. 

The roots go back over an 
unfortunate series of political 
developments which have been 
complicated by the peculiar 
composition and nature of the 
Tobagonian society. 

It must be considered as un- 
fortunate that even now a large 
section of the island’s popula- 
tion has apparently never ac- 
comodated itself mentally and 
otherwise to the fact that it 
belongs to the unitary state of 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

But whatever their griev- 
ances may be, however much 
they may dislike Trinidad and 
Trinidadians, those who dis- 
play such insular and clannish 
attitudes and habour ideas of 
secession must know that there 
is really no viable future in 
such dreams. 

And politicians who play on 
simple minds and encourage 
such breakaway aspirations, 
for whatever reasons, should be 
aware that they are simply 
sowing the wind. 


* In a statement to the press 
earlier this week Mr. Robinson 
said the DAC has never used or 
advocated violence and has al- 
ways pursued the peaceful and 
constitutional path to change. 


Addressing a youth rally at 
Charlotteville last Sunday, Mr. 
Chambers said his party was 
committed by a pledge in its 
manifesto to preserving the un- 
itary state of Trinidad and To- 
bago. 


We accept these two state- 
ments fully, expecting that both 
parties, regardless of the elec- 
tions results, will continue to 
live by them. 
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FOUGHT TOBAGO ELECTION CAMPAIGN 


Robinson ‘Terrorism’ Charge 
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[Text ] 


CHAIRMAN of the Tobago House of 
Assembly (THA) Mr. A.N.R. Robinson 
yesterday charged a reign of terror 
was being waged against the party’s 
supporters 

Mr. Robinson, Political Leader of 
the Democratic Action Congress 
(DAC) which is defending its control of 
the THA in the November 26 elections 
tu the THA, said: 

“The DAC has not organised any 
group of people in Tobago to attend 
public mectings with the sole purpose 
of heckliny candidates of other parties 
contesting the elections 

“We are conducting our campaign- 
ing with the usual dignity, decorum 


and decency.” 

‘We fear that a reign of terror 
arainst our supporiers is the real pur- 
pose of these reports, and we expect 
arrests to be the order of the day,” he 
sand 

Meanwhile the wite of a DAC As- 
semblyman appeared in court yester- 
day reportedly charged with disorder- 
ty behaviour which allegedly took place 
at a People’s National Movement 
(PNM) meeting in Tobago, Wednesday 
bight. 

She was arrested at school yester- 
day morning and taken to court where 
she was granted her own bail and is to 
reappear in court next Mondav 


Panday Criticism of PNM 
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[Text ] 


SAN FERNANDO: 

THE People’s National Movement 
(PNM) is only “hanging on to power in 
this country,’ Opposition Leader Bas- 
deo Panday said yesterday. 

He alleged that Government Minis- 
ters were campaigning in Tobago and 
that ‘s why the country’s business 
could not be attended to — the Senate 
meeting had to be called off after 15 
minutes on Tuesday. 

Mr Panday said that ‘‘the whole 
country” is waiting to see what will 
happen in Monday's Tobago House of 
Assembly elections “and the PNM 
knows that if it lose it will spell defeat 


for them in the next general elec- 
tions.” 

Mr Panday charged that the PNM 
supporters were distributing anonym- 
ous pamphlets containing false infor- 
mation 


“If I have to endanger the nation to 
win an election, then I would prefer to 
lose’ commented the Opposition 
Leader. 

He said he was disturbed over the 
way the PNM campaign was being con- 
ducted in Tobago and believed that 
“they are only hurting the sister is- 
land.”’ 




















Padmore Blast at DAC 
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[Text ] 


EDUCATION MINISTER 
Overand Padmore has 
accused the chairman of the 
Tobago House of Assembly 
(THA) Mr. A.N.R. Robinson. 
of “playing fast and loose”’ 
with the unitary state of 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

Mr. Padmore who was 5 se at 
the People’s National Movement 
(PNM) youth rally at Charlotteville, 
in support of the party's candidate: 
for the November 26 elections to the 
THA, also echoed the PNM's theme 
that the two main issues in the 
elections were accountability and 
the threat of secession. 

The minister, who claimed that 
the THA under the DAC failed to 
achieve its objectives set out in 
their 1980 projected programme of 
works, said the DAC requested $500) 
million to do certain things over a 
period of five years 


SECESSION 


He continued: ‘‘But they got $715 
million in three and three-quarter 
years and where are the objectives 
they set out to achieve. You ask 
them to show you what they did 
with that money.”’ 

Backing his contention that seces- 
sion was a real possibility under the 
DAC, Mr. Padmore referred to a re 
solution passed in the THA by a 10-4 
majority (the four voting against 
being the PNM members of the THA) 
for a ‘‘just settlement” in the re 
lationship between Trinidad and To 
bago. 

The document which was sent to 
the Prime Minister by the THA 


chairnian noted that failing this 
se Settlement” there would be no 
aiternative but to pursue indepen- 
dence for the sister island. 

Mr. Padmore recalled that Mr. 
Chambers replied te Mr. Robinson 
Stating that Government was com- 
mitted to preserving the unitary 
State of Trinidad and Tobago. - 

Recalling that at the PNM’s Sep- 
tember annual convention in Tobago 
a resolution was passed reaffirming 
that the PNM was committed to 
preserving the status quo, Mr. Pad- 
more charged that the DAC was yet 
to publicly do so. 

Still on the campaign trail, Mr. 
Ashton Ford, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary in the Ministry of Works, Drain- 
age and Maintenance, speaking at a 
public meeting Monday night in sup- 
port ot the party's candidate for the 
area Assemblyman Stanford Callen- 
der — touched on the construction of 
the Claude Noel Highway. 

He declared: “The people who are 
now going around the place claiming 
credit for the construction of the 
highway should be ashamed of them- 
Selves. 

“I am sure Tobagonians would re- 
call that these same people called on 
the citizens to lie in the path of the 
heavy quipment such as tractors, 
not to give up their lands and to do 
everything possible to ensure that 
the highway was not built. 

‘“‘Now, today there are sa ‘ing they 
were responsible for the highway. 

Pointing out that the hi hway was 
built at a cost of $114 million by the 
PNM Government, Mr. Ford added it 
was one of the most beautiful roads 
in the Caribbean. 


Prediction for '86 Vote 
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[Article by Clevon Raphael] 


[Text ] 


THE NEXT general elections due in 1986 would 
be the last chance to change the present govern- 


ment democratically. ° 


This was the view expressed by Mr. Karl Hud- 
son-Phillips, Political Leader of the Organisation 
for National Reconstruction (ONR), according to 
Mr. Lennox Raphael, public relations officer of 


the ONR.‘ 


Mr. Raphael said Mr. 
Hudson-Phillips was ad- 
dressing a_ special 
meetihg of former ONR 
candidates and other 


arty officials at ONR 
eadquarters on 
Saturday. ' es 
Mr. fudson-Phillips, 
S.C., also made it clear 























CSO 


3298/186 


that if people thought 
the 1981 general elec- 

tions was hard, 1986 
would be a desperate 
nasty fight by the ruling 
the PNM. 

He continued: 

‘“‘Make no mistake 
about that. It will be a 
pitched battle by the 
desperate and the pro- 
fane. Leadership can no 
longer afford to take 
the population for 
granted. It has to be 
relevant and of its 
time. Only when you 
capture the mind of the 
individual, on principle 
to principle, that the 
party endures beyond 
memory or man. - 

“The population ot 
Trinidad and Tobago — 
anywhere — is a world 
class team. We have 
the talent, we have the 
people, and we have to 
create the paradise for 
these people to make 
this country what it 
should be 

‘We have to lead the 
country to the waters 
of democracy,” he said’ 

Meanwhile the ONR, 
in response to a state- 
ment made on Sunday 
by Prime Minister 
George Chambers at a 
PNM rally in Tobago 
about violence and fear 
being introduced into 
the THA elections cam- 
paign, reminded yester- 
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day about the violence 
directed towards i 
during the 1981 genera! 
elections 

“In fact, we were not 
only heckled and stoned 
and windscreens paint- 
ed black, or shattered, 
vee punctured, but 
the property of one of 
the ONR candidates 
was burnt on the morn- 
ing of the elections. - 

“Bottles and = stones 
rained on many an ONR 
meeting, scattering 
the audiences and plac 
ing the speakers in 
great physical jeopar- 
dy. Rotten eggs were 
transported to some 
ONR mectings by the 
crates 

“As far as we know, 
no member of the ruling 
party's ‘heckler 
brigade’ was ever ar- 
rested. There was that 
tacit approval of open 
season on the ONR and 
what it stood for, and 
no effort was spared in 
bending and confusing 
the minds of the popu 
lation 


“It is glaring hypo- 
crisy for how ine in the 
PNM to come at this 
time when the PNM 1s 
facing defeat in the 
THA elections to speak 
about violence... naked 
ar they must 
be.. 
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MAHA SABHA HEAD DECRIES CONDESCENSION TOWARD HINUS 
Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 18 Nov 84 p 15 
[Letter to the Editor] 


[Text] THE EDITOR: The Sanatan Dharma Maha Sabha is not in the least bit 
Surprised by the last Sunday Guardian editorial. 


The second sentence is indicative of the rampant ignorance about Hindus and 
their feelings and the general contempt in which Hindus are held by the so- 
called exemplars of the land. 


"Justice," says the editorial, "must be able to withstand the scrutiny of 
ordinary men, including, presumably, Hindu pundits." 


Now it's this tone of condescension which offends. (This is amply illustrated 
by the judgment itself as we shall explain later). The "Sunday Guardian" ob- 
viously does not mean that pundits are "extraordinary men," so that Hindu pun- 
dits are immediately classified in a category, presumably, below that of 
ordinary men. 


Perhaps, the Hindus are anachronistic little things with crawl out from under 
the rock of republicanism from time to time until they are schooed back under. 


The Maha Sabha is happy to have the judgment published in full. In fact, the 
Maha Sabha has already made arrangements to distribute some 300 copies of the 
judgment to concerned pundits who have expressed interest. 


As the Maha Sabha has already stated, and we repeat the statement of the pun- 
dits' Parishad in full, and we emphasise, we have no quarrel with the court or 
its judicial findings. The Sanatan Dharma Maha Sabha accepts and abides by 
the decisions of the courts of this land. 


What the Maha Sabha will not accept and will not tolerate is any subtle or 
Overt act by anyone to declare codes of conduct as to how Hindus and/or 
Hinduism should or should not survive in this country. Whether it be SIDE BY 
SIDE, or ONE BEHIND THE OTHER. 
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For generations now we have maintained that Hindus are the least understood 
ingredient in our so-called pot-pourri of races and peoples. For the simple 
reason that no one has bothered to take the time to understand Hindus or 
Hinduism. 


hhat is happening, and it is a source of concern to non-Hindus and also to the 
Hindus who sit on the fence, is that we are becoming articulate and saying 
things in public, which were once whispered in private. As is the case with 
this Mastana Bahar judgment. 


What the Maha Sabha is clear about, is that this is a considered judgment of 
the highest court in the land of two eminent Appeal Court judges. This is not 
some extempore outburst in the heat of a hotly contested trial. This is the 
mature, considered opinion of two high priests of the legal hierarchy. 


And what have these two learned gentlemen found? That the pundit objector was 
a liar. That his witnesses were also liars. And that their objections must 
fail. 


Now be that as it may, what is of such paramount constitutional importance 
that we were treated to a half-baked religio-socio-community relationship 
treatise? 


It must be the fact that the liars were Hindus. In the light of the furore 
caused, the Maha Sabha is wont to believe, and we say this meaning no disre- 
spect to the court or anyone else, that had it been a liar of a different 
religious faith, the most that would have been said, was appeal disallowed, 
with the reason in law given, without the social commentary. 


Why is it that only non-Christians must be lectured on how to behave in this 
land? the Maha Sabha finds this condescending attitude most obbjectionable. 
Particularly when we know that it is the Hindu family structure which has held 
this country together. 


Although we concede that being a minority and servient part of the population, 
bombarded with a non-stop blitz of Afro-Caribbean culture and overwhelming 
electronic media propaganda of the glitter and tinsel of American and European 
lifestyle, the precious Hindu family unit is crumbling. 


Misguided Judges 


Of what little that remains, we can assure Justices Bernard and des Iles that 
most Hindu parents who still exercise some sort of control will not like to 
see their daughters on stage, wining their backsides off in public, be it to 
Sparrow or Kanchan. 


And this is where we take issue with the judgment. Mastana Bahar is not Hindu 
culture. Neither does Kanchan represent the ultimate in the Hindu mystique of 
song and dance form. 
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The learned judges were misguided in their interpretation of this local show 
as an example of Hindu culture. Hindus take part in the show as individual 
entertainers. Some fine classical Singing, dancing and the playing of musical 
instruments are portrayed. But by no Stretch of any judicial imagination 
should a court of this land equate Mastana Bahar with Hindu culture. 


Both Mastana and Kanchan represent bastardised versions of the Original of 
which the Maha Sabha is aware that it cannot control or curb, but which we are 
attempting to balance by the introduction Of, among other things, classical 
dance teachers from India, scholarships to India and, above all, the prolifer- 
ation of temples all over the country. Even if the temples are sited next to 
restaurants and bars. 


If added to the heavy Western bias on Indian culture that the Maha Sabha al- 
ready faces, we must now contend with judicial sanction of the marriage of 
calypso to Marajin, then so be it. 


But we protest to the Marriage! Not because a Hindu is a non-vegetarian and 
listens to calypso in his home must he condone the cooking of beef or the 
blatant sexuality of banal Ccalypsoes within the precincts of his temple. 


If in the reasoning of the judicial mind, the pundit and his committee were 


wrong to build the temple, why this harsh condemnation of fanaticism and 
hypocrisy? 


We again repeat, why this now frightening insistence on the marriage of 
calypso and Afro-Caribbean Culture to Hindu culture? We Object and will 


continue to object! 


We insist on the purity of the Indian art form and Hinduism and we are fanati- 
cal about this. 


SAT MAHARAJ, Secretary General, Sanatan Dharma Maha Sabha 
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RIVAL UNIONS JOIN IN PROTEST OF f 
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Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 22 Nov 84 


THE COUNCIL of Progressive Trade 


Union (CPTU) will be joining 


rivals 


from the Trinidad and Tobago Labour 
Congress in tomorrow’s massive picket 
demonstration of Parliament. 

_ The two organisations are getting together, it 
is claimed to show their dissatisfaction with the 


attitude of employers. ° 

Congress officials re- 
venled plans for the 
demonstration on ‘lues- 
day after an unsuccess 
ful round of talks with 
Board members of the 
Trinidad Hilton over a 
dispute between the 
hotel and the Com- 
munication Workers 
Union (CWU) 

The Congress is also 


dissatisfied over the 
progress of negotia- 
tions between Govern- 
ment Chief Personne! 
Officer Hilton Cupid 
and the Joint 
Negotiating Team 
(JINT). 

The picket is just one 
part of protest action 
planned by the organ- 
isation 
A number of trade 
unions aftiliated to 
Congress have urged 


their members to come 
out in full force for the 


peaceful protest 
march. 
The Secretariat ot 


CWU has issued a cal! 
to its general member- 
ship to join the picket 


in solidarity with the 32 
dismissed workers of 
the Trinidad Hilton. 
Members frem the Tel- 
co branch, who are tn- 
volved in labour 'nrest, 
are specially invited to 
take part. 


The Joim Negotiat- 
ing Team (JNT) which 
represents more than 
65,000 public sector em 
ployees, has asked 
members to join. the 
demonstration and ‘'be 
part of this historic 
event to beat back 
both wage-freeze and 
the retrenchment.”’ 


General Secretary of 
the Labour Congress, 
Mr. Carl Tull, who is 
coordinating the pro 
test march, said all un 
iis from the organisa 
tion were expected to 
take part. 


Members of the 
South Division of the 
National Union of Gov 
ernment and 
Federated Workers, 
‘NUGE) plan to join 
the demonstration out 


PLOYER ATTLTUDES 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


side Parliament tomor- 
row afternoon s 
Mr. Narine Dookie, 
secretary of the Divi 
sion, said the division 
would provide free 
transportation tor al! 
southern members who 
should assemble at the 
Public Transport Cor 
oration terminus at 
Pin Wharf from 9 30 
mM. tomorrow 


INTIMIDATION 


Meanwhile, the Pres 
dent of the Trinidad 
and Tobago Unified 
Teachers Association 


(TTUTA), Mr. Anthon, 


Garcia. has charged 
that attempts have 
been made to intimi- 
date teachers who 
want to take part in 
tomorrow's picket of 
Parliament 


He said the intimida- 
tion was coming from 
the Ministry of Educa- 
tion but he reminded 
his members of their 
civic right to demon 
strate publicly against 
their em, ver. 

He as urged 
teachers to disregard 
these intimidatory 
moves and take part in 
the protest march 1In- 
full force 

The picket starts at 
{p.m 
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DEVALUATION SEEN AS POSSIBLE RESULT OF UNION DEMANDS 
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[Text ] 


CSO: 


A WARNING that union demands 
can lead to devalution of the Trinidad 


and Tobago dollar is given by the Mer-., 


chant Bank of Trinidad and Tobago. 

In its November Monthly Economic 
Bullctin the Bank describes the link of 
the Trinidad and Tobago dollar with 
the US dollar as “tenuous.”’ The link 
could snap easily given certain 
developments. 

One such development would have 
been the keeping of imports at 1983 
levels. But this was identified and 
controlled in time, the Bank declares. 

A continued fall in the price of oil 
could impose serious strains on Gov- 
ernment’s ability to maintain recur- 
rent expenditure, the Bank states, 
and this could lead to inflationary 
Government borrowing from the Cen- 
tral Bank. 

The Bank warns that wage demands 
by trade unions could have the same 
impact as falling oil revenues. It Says: 

“An equally serious and present 
development is the stated objective of 
unions to negotiate wage increases 
which secure present living standards. 
regardless of productivity levels. 

“Such success would have a similar 
impact as falling oil revenues, in that 
it would increase Government's recur- 
rent expenditure disproportionately 
to revenues. 

“This,” the Bank adds, ‘‘could lead 
to inflationary borrowing from the 
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Central Bank, and result in ineluctable 
devaluation of the dollar. The conse- 
quence would be further inflation and a 
general decline in living standards.” 

In its monthly bulletin, the Bank 
notes that the Trinidad and Tobago 
dollar, tied to the U.S. dollar in 1976, 
appreciated by 40 per cent against the 
major trading currencies since 1981. 

Pointing out that the exchange 
rate for the US dollar has 
Strengthened against other currencies 
7 because of lower inflation, the 

ank cites higher productivity from 
the greater use of technology as 
another factor in Strengthening a 
currency. In recent times, currency 
values are also influenced by capital 
movements due to high interest rates 
and what is described as the “‘safetv 
haven” factor. 

Turning to Trinidad and Tobago, the 

Says inflation is hardly like y to 
fall with gradual removal of a 
range of subsidies. With increasing 
unemployment and underemployment 
due to social reluctance to retrench, 
productivity was likely to fall further. 

Recent court cases and rumours 
about currency export, together with 
the US dollar black market rate, indi- 
cate that Trinidad and Tobago is “‘at 
the wrong end of the ‘safety haven’ 
factor flow.”’ 

The Merchant Bank is owned by the 
Government of Trinidad and Tobago. 











TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


NATIONAL DEBT AT ALL-TIME HIGH AS REVENUE IS EXCEEDED 
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[Article by George Harvey] 


[Text ] 


SPENDING by government out- 
stripped revenue collected for the 
first nine months of this year by 
$1,425.7 million as the national debt 
climbed to an all-time high of 
$3,063.9 million. 

This is revealed in the third Quar- 
terly Economic Bulletin (1984) of 
the Central Bank of Trinidad and 
Tobago. The cash flow deficit for 
January-September was chalked up 
with government expenditure to- 
talling $6,360.3 million and revenue 
amounting to $4,934.6 million. 

The publication highlighted the 
on-going downturn in the economy 
with the few bright sparks being: 

e A modest improvement in crude 
oil production; 

e Increased production of ferti- 
lizer and cement; | 

@ Positive signs of adjustments in 
the external and government sec- 
tors; 

@ A lower rate of inflation (13.3 
per cent) in comparison with 17.1 
per cent for the same nine-month 
period last year; 

e A trade surplus of $137.7 million 
in the first half of 1984 compared 
with a deficit of $599 million for 
January-June 1983. 

The bulletin noted that the $1.4 
billion cash flow deficit was ‘‘lower 
than the $1,877.6 million posted for 
the corresponding period in 1983. 


BELOW PROJECTIONS 


“This has occurred in spite of 
lower revenues in 1984 and reflects 
mainly the slowdown in government 
— expenditure.” 

apital expenditure declined by 34 
per cent to $1,116 million and overall 
spending was reduced by 13 per cent. 

e bulletin pointed out that the 
third quarter deficit of $314.3 mil- 
lion was financed through: . 

e Net external loans of $186.9 mil- 
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lion; 

e A drawdown of $121.3 million in 
government’s cash holdings at the 
Central Bank; 

@ Net local loans of $6.1 million. 

Both non-oil and oil receipts were 

lower ‘‘than year-earlier levels. Al 
though non-oil receipts showed signs 
of improving during the second quar- 
ter, as measures introduced in the 
1984 Budget began to take effect, 
they were — below budget pro- 
jections for the third quarter. 
_ “The lower non-oil revenues were 
influenced by the decline in dutiable 
imports and the fall in motor vehi- 
cle taxes, purchase taxes and excise 
duties.’’ Revenue for the compara- 
ble nine-month period was $5,397.4 
million for 1983. 

Overseas borrowing during the 
nine months amounted to $412.8 mil- 
lion of which nearly $200 million was 
drawn in July-September. 

The $199.1 million third quarter 
external advances comprised a $96.5 
million syndicated bank loan raised 
on the Japanese market and a final 
drawdown of $102.6 million on a 
bond issue raised in the United 
Kingdom. ; 


DOMESTIC DEBTS 


Government's domestic debt also 
increased by $6.1 million through 
the issue of national tax-free sav- 
ings bonds. Some 64.8 per cent (or 
$1,984.1 million) of the $3,000 million 
national debt was held externally. 

In an overview and outlook the 
Central Bank bulletin noted: 


e For the first time since 1978, 
the index of Domestic Production 
(excluding oil and sugar) was lower 
in the second quarter of the year 
than the first, reflecting sluggish 
activity in other sectors. 
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e Contraction in government op- 
erations resulted in a lower rate of 
growth of the bank deposits. 


The Bulletin stated that con- 
tinued recovery in crude oil pro- 
duction and faster growth in the 
fertiliser (exports up 33 per cent) 
and cement industries “provide the 
few positive signs in a period other- 
wise marked by overall contraction 
of domestic production. 


‘Earlier symptoms of weakness in 
the domestic economy were ag- 
gravated during the quarter as 

roduction continued to decline and 
alling sales resulted in a build-up of 
stocks.”’ 


, 


On the money side, the publica- 
tion stated ‘‘there are no im- 
mediate signs of any significant 
ease in the relatively tight liquidity 
situation in the banking system.”’ 











TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


UNRESOLVED TEXACO, ISCOTT DEALS DELAY BUDGET PRESENTATION 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 20 Nov 84 p l 
[Article by Kit Roxburgh] 


{Text] CABINET sources said yesterday that Texaco Trinidad Inc. is bent on 
holding this country's Government over a barrel concerning the giant oil take- 
over issue. 


Prime Minister George Chambers announced last Independence Anniversary Day 
that the country had successfully opened the way towards acquiring ali, except 
the marine assets of the multi-national group (one of the world's biggest 
petroleum firms) for $432 million (TT). But problems in finalising the trans- 
action have apparently arisen. 


It is believed that Government's 1985 Budget, meant to be delivered by Mr 
Chambers within the first two weeks of next month, will be delayed by the 
Texaco impasse and the inability of Government as yet to rope in a foreign 
firm with the finance and expertise for venturing into the country's money- 
eating €énterprise, the Iron and Steel Company of Trinidad and Tobago (ISCOTT). 


Tax Calculations 


Texaco is insisting that ten or so items are essential to agreement on the 
takeover. 


Government negotiators, a team led mainly by Mr Doddrige Alleyne of this 
country's Ministry of External Affairs, are saying that Texaco is niggling 
over petty details in an attempt to get as much from the deal as possible. 


Main issue is tax calculations based on every barrel the Pointe-a-Pierre plant 
has refined over the years. 


Agreement has been reached over the 1980 and 1981 tax arrangements. But both 
teams are haggling over the '82 and '83 figures, a matter entailing many mil- 
lion dollars. Payments of taxes for these two years have not been fully 
settled. 











One section of Cabinet believes that Texaco is not negotiating in good faith 
and that the answer to most of the questions is simply telling Texaco... 
"Okay, leave the refinery and go. But don't forget that you have over 4,000 
workers who have to be adequately compensated." 


But how can Trinidad operate the refinery successfully if a company as giant 
as Texaco quits with a grudge and apparently the marketing skills necessary in 
these fierce cut and thrust days in the oil market? 


It is strongly held by some Government sources involved in the potential take- 
over, that Texaco can run well on 100,000 barrels a-day as against the 300,000 
barrels refined in the refinery's halycon days, the latter half of the 1970's. 


Only yesterday one key Government figure in the issue said that the Texaco 
marketing team based in Trinidad are mere puppets. 


He declared that their strings are being pulled by the American-based company 
sources and they do not know about Trinidad's oil on a competitive footing. 
THey don't care either. 


It is felt that Trintoc, the oil company acquired a decade ago after another 
multi-national (Shell) wanted to guit the local scene in the same manner as 
Texaco Trinidad Inc. now has the local talent necessary for meeting the 
international scenario. 


Trintoc has been running at a profit for years, despite heavy international 
competition and a refinery that has been regarded as obsolete. 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


VISITING UK TRADE TEAM EYES AUTO PARTS JOINT VENTURE 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 20 Nov 84 p 15 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


AN 18-MEMBER 
British trade 
team is visiting 
Trinidad to ce- 
ment trade with 
the motor acces- 
sories industry 


with an aim to 


possible joint ven- 


tures. 

Led by Mr. Hugh Jen- 
kins, senior executive, 
External Trade De- 
partment, of the Soci- 
ety of Motor Manufac- 
turers and Traders Mis- 
sion to the Caribbean, 


the mission met with- 


the president of the 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Chamber of Commerce 
yesterday morning and 
was hosted at a recep- 
tion last night at the 
home of John Greenfield 
first Secretary, (Com- 
mercial) at the British 
High Commission. 

MMT paid a visit to 
this country last year 
which proved so fruitful 
that they have return- 
ed to the Caribbean 
with special emphasis 
on the Trinidad and To- 
bago market. 


BRITISH CARS 
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“We have a_ large 
population of British 
cars in Trinidad,’’ Mr. 
Jenkins admitted. 
“They are only being re- 
placed by Japanese 
cars, of course. But it s 
a good market for ac- 
cessories ... a very good 
market.”’ 

While this country is 
a boon for motor car, 
spare parts, and acces- 
sories industries, it is 
an investor’s headache 
with labour cost. Of 
this, the mission is fully 
aware. 

‘‘We were assured by 
the Chamber that they 
were well aware of the 
high cost,”’ Jenkins in- 
dicated. ‘‘But they also 
assured us that the 
trade unions are also 
now becoming fully con- 
scious of that cost.”’ 

The mission’s visit 
comes at a time when 
Government, through 
the Industrial Devel- 
opment Corporation, 
(IDC) is actively pursu- 
ing a policy of re ven- 
tures in the industries. 

Mr. Richardson An- 
drews, general mana- 
ger of the IDC, has al- 
ready said that the 
foreign investor ‘‘is 
needed as he has more 
direct access to tech- 


nology, international 
markets, to licence and 
patents as well as ac- 
cess to expertise and 
expericuice from which 
we can benefit.”’ 


ENCOURAGE 


Hence the IDC has 
embarked on a pro- 
gramme to encourage 
such ventures through 
concessions, provision 
of infrastructure (in- 
cluding land and fac- 
tory accommodation), 
technical and manage- 
rial assistance, as well 
as financial support. 

Still one area in which 
foreign investors will 
have to contend is the 
export thrust. 

r. Jenkins is aware 
of Government’s posi- 
tion but maintained 
that many of the par- 
ticipants already have 
agents here. 

The mission will con- 
centrate more on the 
market for component 

arts and not simply 
or U.K. manufactured 
cars. One day, Mr. Jen- 
kins said, the U.K. will 
be able to supply Japan- 
ese parts. For now, ac- 
cessories are their chief 
concern. 
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ST MAARTEN SEEKS TO INITIATE JOINT VENTURE PROJECTS 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 
[Article by Gail Alexander] 


[Text ] IN A BID to strengthen ties with this country, the Dutch 


island of St. Maarten has expressed willingness to undertake 
joint venture projects with Trinidad and Tobago. 

This was disclosed by the head of the St Maarten Government, Senator Dr. 
A.C. Wathey, Chief Minister, a veteran pohtician who has retained power in the 
island for the past 33 years 


Dr. Wathey was Maarten banks which 


> 


~ 





r 


——— to members of 
t 


> Trinidad and To 
bago media and govern 
ment officials who 
visited St. Maarten 
last week on a familiar- 
isation tour. 

The Chief Minister in- 
dicated that there are 
no restrictions in his 
country where foreign 
investment is concern- 
ed, adding that most of 
the island's goods are 
imported. 

Because of this, he 
Stated, quite a trade 
can be developed be- 
tween his country and 
Trinidad and Tobago 
He explained that oil 
and food products are 
two viable areas. in 
which trade between 


both countries would be 


welcomed. 

Dr. Wathey, 
added establishing 
such a link would be 
made difficult because 
of the absence of a 
shipping connection. 

To counteract this 
problem, he indicated 
that his povernment i: 
interested in opening up 
a route for the Shipping 
Corpoi ation of Trinidad 
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and Tobago (SCOTT), a 
venture, _ said which 
would receive the full 
support of the St 
Maarten Legislature 

Talks to this effect 
are being conducted 
SCOTT eimai M) 
John Hurt, who. also 
made the trip, stated 
that the company is al- 
so interested in estab 
lishing a regular service 
to that island. 

Mr. Hunt said that i 
view of the fact that 
St. Maarten’s needs 
could be met by loca! 
manufacturers, the be 
ginning of a SCOTT ser 
vice would be a timely 
one 

Both sides will be 
working towards that 
interest with a view to 
Starting the service by 
early 1985S, he added 

Regarding the newly 
inaugurated BWIA ser- 
vice, Dr. Wathey ex 
ressed optimism that 

ights would help im- 
rove the tourist trade 
yetween both islands 

To further facilitate 
this, he explained that 
special arrangements 
would be made with St 


would make it possible 
for lrimdad and iobago 
nationals to change 
their local currency for 
Dutch guilders, the 
official currency of the 
island 

senator Wathey also 
indicated that ke is not 
averse to a ‘“‘piggy- 
backing" of the econo. 
my, which would en- 
courage tourism to St 
Maarten. 

This could come, he 
added through BWIA 
routes from Europe in- 
to St. Maarten and on- 
to to Trinidad and To- 
bago and vice versa 

At present Di 
Wathey, stated, Si 
Maarten has on an ay 
erage of 1,000 tourists 
per day, coming from 
the Eastern Seaboard 
ot the United States 

“At some time, “he 
added,"’ ‘‘there an 
more tourists than na 
tives on St. Maarter 
but we are wei' 
equipped to deal wath 
any extra influx — how 
ever heavy coming 
from Trinidad and To 


bavo 
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BRIEFS 


SUBSIDY FOR CANE FARMERS--SAN FERNANDO--GOVERNMENT will subsidise the payment 
to cane farmers to the tune of $30 million for 1984, officials of the Trinidad 
Island Wide Cane Farmes Association (TICFA) stated yesterday. Mr. Seepersad 
Arjunesingh, president, said that he had members of TICFA's executive commit- 
tee meet Mr. Kamaluddin Mohammed, Minister of Agriculture Lands and Food Pro- 
duction, to discuss "Speedy payment" for canes supplied during this year's 
crop. The minister announced that farmers would receive $102.62 for canes 
delivered outside the purchasing point and $104.62 for canes delivered at the 
factory gate. The TICFA president explained that, according to the Seemungal 
Cane Price Formula, cane farmers would only have been entitled to $60.49 per 
ton. Having sold 209,000 tons of canes to Caroni Limited, it meant that in 
order to maintain the price paid to cane farmers in 1983, the government had 
to find an additional $30 million. He said that cane farmers were grateful to 
the government for the payment. Members of the executive committee who accom- 
panied Mr. Arjunesingh to the meeting with Mr. Mohammed yesterday were Mr. 
Winston Mohammed, Mr. Alton Farrell, Mr. Lallan Rajaram, and Mr. Jaisaree 
Singh. Mr. Arjunesingh explained another arrangement to were made with Caroni 
Limited to pay farmers as soon as possible. [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD 
GUARDIAN in English 22 Nov 84 p 16] 
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VENEZUELA 


PLANS TO INCREASE PRODUCTION IN ORINOCO OIL BELT REPORTED 
Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 10 Oct 84 p D-8 


[Text] Venezuela has 1.2 trillion barrels of heavy crudes in the Orinoco 
Oil Belt, of which 92.5 billion barrels can be recovered by primary methods; 
by following up with secondary extraction methods, this figure can be 
increased to 250 billion barrels, 


Dr Luis Giusti, Orinoco Oil Belt coordinator, disclosed these figures during 
the presentation of the first Paper--titled “Heavy Crude Development Strate- 
gies in Venezuela"--at the 53rq Meeting of ARPEL [Latin American Petroleum 
Industry Mutual Aid Association] Experts, adding that because of this, heavy 
Crudes represent for the country, particularly in the long term, an economic 
factor of the first order of importance, 


Among other figures cited by Giusti were the magnitudes of proven oi] 
reserves in traditional areas, amounting to 9.1 billion barrels of light and 
medium crudes, and 15.5 billion barrels of heavy crudes with a specific 
gravity of less than 21.9° API, 


These figures, presented by the PDVSA [Venezuelan Petroleum, Inc] represen- 
tative before the Meeting of ARPEL Experts, and which add up to a total of 25 
billion barrels of proven reserves located in traditional ireas, also indi- 
cate that more than nalf of them are heavy crudes,. 


In the same traditional areas, Venezuela has semil-proven reserves of som 
47 million barrels, with a similar predominance of heavy and extra-heavy 
crudes,. 


The Oil Belt 


This portion of the national territory, with an area of 94,000 square kilo 


meters, 1S a nontraditional area in which exploration and evaluation opera 
tions have been carried out over the past 5 years, yielding estimates of 
92.5 billion barrels of crudes that are recoverable using the "“alternat; 


steam injection" method, and of up to 250 billion barrels of recoverable 
Crudes using Secondary extraction methods. 
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To achieve these goals, Giusti indicated, the national oil industry is dedi- 
‘ating special efforts to the improvement of recovery techniques. Five 
meth currently being studied and tested, among which the INTEVEP 
(Institute of Venezuelan Petroleum Technology] HDH technique stands out as 


right road.” 


To this area of technological research, and as part of Venezuela's strategy 
for the development of heavy crudes, must be added the refineries improve- 
ment program, which, at a cost of approximately $4 billion, converted the 
Amuay, Cardon and El Palito refineries into plants with an approximate 
40-percent heavy-crude processing capacity, whereas, before, this capacity 
was only 11 percent. 
Th changes in refining patterns, said Giusti, have not entailed sacri- 
fices from the standpoint of yields. Whereas before, the processing pattern 
was 20 percent naphtha, 20 percent distillates and 60 percent residuals, 
these figures have now been improved to 35 percent naphtha, 24 percent 
listillates and 42 percent residuals. 


nclusion, the PDVSA coordinator indicated that the long-term objective 
is to produce 1 million barrels daily in the Orinoco Oil Belt by the year 
0 production consists of some 120,000 barrels daily, consisting 
of 40,000 barrels under the Guanipa project, 60,000 barrels from MENEVEN's 
traditional areas--located at the northern edges of the Belt--and 14,000 
rrrels from the CORPOVEN field in the same zone. 
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PDVSA TO INVEST 14 BILLION ROTTVARS TN 1985 


Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 12 Oct 84 5 1 gh | 
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[Article by Amado Fuguet V.] 
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tty} Next year’s investments by the oil industry wi] L tot 14 


10on bolivars, up 2.356 billion bolivars over investment during the current 
year. This rise is owing less to a planned increase in investment than t 
the proposed implementation of plans that were sidetracked thi year. 
This information is contained in the substantiating particulars iccompanying 
the 1985 budget, which analyze the oil situation forecast for the coming 
year, taking into consideration the behavior of the sector in 1984. 





The OCEPRE [Central Office of Budgets] projections are hased n the official] 
information submitted by PDVSA [Venezue]l in Petroleum, Inc] and the Ministry 
of nergy und Mines, 

The petroleum industry's 1985 export revenues ar: xpected to total 88.334 
billion bolivars and its domestic revenues 10.943 billion. The government! 
Share will total 62.936 billion and indust: y*s 13.247 billion bolivars. 
According to official estimates, PVDSA's cash reserves at the close of 1985 
will amount to 16.380 billion bolivars. Th: OCEPRE document points out that 
"This figure ex is by 8.443 billion bolivars the total at the end of fi 
cal year 1983, and indicates c]l arly the intent of the National Executiv 

to enhance the solidity and financial solver cy of the Venezuelan oil indu 
try ” 

Revenue Sources 

According to the substanti iting part llars, 19 li revenu veri ST) 
mated on the basis of: The evolution of tne world o1l market \ r the past 
Several years and its short-term outlook; the chana that h taken plac 
in consumption and in the prices of hydrocarbons to b iid on th lomestic 
market; and the -Limination of the operations tax 7 Dat granted to ijl con 
panies for volumes allocated to the domestic market 











Exports are expected to average 1.502 million barrels daily, and domestic 


According to OCEPRE, "Exports were calculated on the basis of quantitie 
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ced during 1984, which in turn were made possible by a drop in domestic 
consumption of liquid hydrocarbons owing to increased use of natural gas 


and 
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hydroelectric power; in the case of gasoline, by the increased use of fuel 

efficient vehicles in the national automotive vehicle fleet; and by the rise 
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The oil industry's projected costs, expenses and other deductions will total 


some 40.578 billion bolivars. Of this total, 23.062 billion bolivars repre- 
sent operating costs, and the rest will go for for oil royalties and PVDSA 
contributions. The operating cost figure represents an increase of 16.9 
percent, owing for the most part to the impact of the change in the oil 
dollar exchange rate in the import component of that figure and to the 
inflation rate applicable to this type of expenses. 

The OCEPRE points out that the tax liability incurred, on industry earnings, 


will amount to 62.936 billion bolivar up 1.132 billion over the projection 





for 1984. Tax receipts, for their part, are estimated at 63.014 billion 
bolivars, of which 6.312 billion correspond to 1984 activities. 
Market Behavior 
The OCEPRE recalls that in 1983 an economic recovery began in the principal 
developed countries and the economic growth rate rose from a negative one 
of -0.5 percent in 1982 to a positive one of +2.4 percent in 1983. That 
rat is expected to rise to 4.25 percent in 1984 and to drop to a level of 
2-7/5 percent in 1985. As a result, Ut! »rld oil demand will attain 45.5 
million barrels a day in 1984 and 45.7 million barre] 1 day in 1985, 
iccording to available estimates. 
"By way of example, it is worth pointing out that o consumption in the 
United States and Japan during the first quarter of 1°84 exceeded by 6 per 
cent and 8 percent, respectively, the consumption during the same period of 
1983." 
The substantiating particular yf the budget indicat that “As for the world 
supply outlook, it must be DOr’ Ln na CNnat I Ce ) t THe nignest leve] : 
»f its member countries" governments, 1S publicly announced its intent to 
carry out the agreed production progr ° Signii int also 1s the fact tnat 
the producing and exporting countr ; that are not members of OPEC have 
indicated, particularly during the past several months, tnat they are 
prepared to contribut to control of the Supply, [or tne purp e or polster- 
ing the market and stabilizing prices." 
| 











The OCEPRE comments that, on the other hand, by the end of the current year 
world oil inventories will have dropped to the equivalent of a 90-day con- 
Sumption level, a normal level in the principal industrialized countries, 
"This fact leads us to conclude that Significant drains are not likely to 
occur during 1985," 


Based on this, it is estimated that the market for OPEC oil could rise by 
some 700,000 barrels a day in 1985, which could entail a rise in the produc- 
tion quotas assigned to each member country. 


"However, in view of the uncertainty that still exists in the short-term 
demand projection, prudence counsels estimating export oil revenues on the 
basis of production and export volumes similar to those of the current 
year." 


With reference to prices, the OCEPRE indicates that, following OPEC's March 
1983 cutback agreement, a trend toward Stabilization of the spot market was 


observed. 

"In fact," it says, "the temporary upsets induced by the glut have been 
expeditiously overcome, thanks to the actions on the part of OPEC and the 
non-OPEC countries. It is worth noting in this regard that the Spot market 
selling price of Arabic Light Crude, even though it was almost constantly 


below the official price of $29 per barrel, is currently only $0.25 below 
the posted price as of the beginning of April 1983." 


According to the official analysis, more important still is the fact that 
the price of Arabic Heavy has almost constantly been higher than the offi- 
cial price of $26 per barrel. 


The document points out that this Strengthening of the heavy crudes market 
is particularly advantageous to Venezuela, since our exports are essentially 
this type of crude. 


"In fact, Venezuela has succeeded in Significantly raising the price of its 
crudes below a gravity of 20° API," the OCEPRE States, adding that "There 
1s no reason to believe that this Strengthening will undergo a relapse in 
1985. 


"On the contrary, if it is assumed that the market will tend to improve 
during the coming year and that there will be a continuing demand for Vene- 
zuelan oil, for processing in deep-conversion refineries and for use in the 
manufacture of naphthenic lubricants and high-quality asphalts, it is 
reasonable to conclude that the prices of our crudes will show a Slight rise 
in 1985." 


In conclusion, the OCEPRE notes that it is hoped that the proportion of 
high-grade light products such as naphthas, gasolines and diesel fuels 
exported by Venezuela will increase to 50.5 percent in 1985, 
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